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but according to law and discretion. But because the Lord
Archbishop of Dublin hath been upon several occasions of
late years, misrepresented in England, I would willingly set
you right in his character. For his great sufferings and
eminent services he was by the late King promoted to the
see of Derry. About the same time, he wrote a book to
justify the Revolution, wherein was an account of King
James's proceedings in Ireland, and the late Archbishop
Tillotson recommended it to the King as the most serviceable
treatise that could have been published at such a juncture.1
And as his Grace set out upon those principles, he has pro-
ceeded so ever since, as a loyal subject to the Queen, entirely
for the succession in the Protestant line, and for ever ex-
cluding the Pretender; and though a firm friend to the
Church, yet with indulgence toward dissenters, as appears
from his conduct at Derry, where he was settled for many
years among the most virulent of the sect; yet upon his
removal to Dublin, they parted from him with tears in their
eyes, and universal acknowledgments of his wisdom and
goodness. For the rest, it must be owned, he does not busy
himself by entering deep into any party, but rather spends
his time in acts of hospitality and charity, in building of
churches, repairing his palace, in introducing and preferring
the worthiest persons he can find, without other regards; in
short, in the practice of all virtues that can become a public
or private life. This and more, if possible, is due to so
excellent a person, who may be justly reckoned among the
greatest and most learned prelates of his age, however his
character may be defiled by such mean and dirty hands as
those of the Observafor or such as employ him.2

I now come to answer the other part of your letter, and
shall give you my opinion freely about repealing the Sacra-

1  Dr. King was twice imprisoned in the castle of Dublin after the
landing of King James in Ireland in 1699, and  narrowly escaped
assassination.    The title of the work alluded to is : " The State of the
Protestants in Ireland under the late King James's Government, in
which their carriage towards him is justified, and the absolute necessity
of their endeavouring to be freed from his Government, and of sub-
mitting to their present Majesties, is demonstrated."   [S.]

2  The portion of this paragraph beginning with " The reason why I
mention him," to the end,  "such as employ him," is omitted by
Faulkner.   [T. S.]